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Gender blindness in the newsroom

– “We have to speak to the people who make the 
decisions, and they are usually men. It is not the 
journalists’ job to change society, and the fact that the 
inequality of our world is reflected in our reporting 
doesn’t bother me.”
Karl Viktor Olsson, foreign affairs editor at the Swedish central news agency Tidningarnas
Telegrambyrå (TT)
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News subject women/men
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Non-Governmental Organisations

NGO's
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Others
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Women and men as experts
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Underlying causes
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Women/men in images
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Kvinna till Kvinna worldwide

– The Balkans (Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia, 
Albania, etc.)

– The Middle East (Palestine, Israel, Syria, Jordan, 
Lebanon, Iraq, Egypt etc.)

– The Southern Caucasus (Georgia, Armenia, 
Azerbaijan, Nagorno-Karabach)

– (Africa: DR Congo)

– Building regional networks in partnership with local 
women’s organisations.
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– Beijing Platform for Action, Fourth World Conference 
on Women, 1995

– Who makes the news? Global Media Monitoring
Project 2005 (WACC)

– Professor Berit Ås’ Master Supression Techniques

Feminist views on news
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Government study by Ylva Brune: SOU 2007:102: “Human rights reporting 
by Swedish news media

– “There seems to be a mechanism of media logic at 
work here: the media reflect society’s power 
structure, not its composition.”

Media logic in power
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“You choose sides – you choose the side of power, 
which marginalises us. You say there are no women 
in key positions – but if you talk to us we will become 
important.”
Inna Michaeli, Women’s Coalition for Peace, Israel

Choosing sides
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